How to renew a room on a budget
(ARA) - No matter the size or style of your home, the decor you choose determines its atmosphere and
reflects your own personality. Updating or changing your decor can give you a sense of pride and
satisfaction when completed. But redesigning your living space can also be slightly overwhelming. You
may think you don’t have the time or funds to redecorate, but there are several ways to rejuvenate your
interior without spending a great deal of time or money.
Paint power
Creating or changing the feel of a room begins with the canvas of your home – the walls. For a dramatic
change with minimal cost, give your walls a bright splash of color that complements the furniture and
fabric in the room. Dutch Boy can help you find the perfect hue with its Color Simplicity tool, which
allows you to apply different color combinations to various room images including kitchens, living
rooms, bathrooms and bedrooms. Change the trim and accessory colors to get an even better idea of
what your room will look like with a fresh coat of paint. Browse the expansive color library by family or
collection, or choose from the 2011 Color Trends palette to experiment and find your perfect shade of
paint. You can save your favorite projects and order paint samples in seconds, or continue to try out
new combinations.
Frame of mind
If you’re like many, you have boxes upon boxes of photographs. But why keep them hidden? Look for
fun or fancy frames to showcase those cherished memories and people, and place them on end tables
or hang on your newly painted walls. If you have a large area of bare space, consider having an
especially meaningful picture enlarged, matted and framed as a focal point of the room. With endless
styles and sizes available, spread a variety of pictures throughout the room to create a personal and
inviting atmosphere.
Throw in some style
Once you’ve decided on a color scheme for your room, spice things up with throw pillows in contrasting
or complementary shades. Throw pillows are an easy and inexpensive way to add some personality to
your space, so look for fabrics and styles that most appeal to your inner designer. You can mix and
match solid and patterned fabrics in a variety of materials, and you might even buy different pillows for
each season. A few bold pillows can go a long way in renewing a room for minimal cost.
Seat recovery
That old armchair with the worn-out seat. The sofa with the huge dark stain. Dad’s hideous but oh-so
cozy recliner. Comfort may have nothing to do with style, but you don’t need to live with an eyesore for
the sake of your seat. Reupholstering a chair or sofa is a much more cost-effective solution than
purchasing new furniture, but it can take time and may not be feasible depending on the seat design. If
you aren’t confident in your upholstering skills, a slipcover is an instant solution that requires almost no
time. Slipcovers for furniture of all sizes and shapes are available in a wide variety of colors, designs and
fabrics.
Even if you’re tight on time and cash, a few updates can make a dramatic difference in your home’s
overall appearance. Don’t be afraid to tap into your inner design and make an individual statement that
reflects your own unique taste and personality.

